Behind the Wheel
The newsletter for the professional driver since 1989
Maine Professional Drivers Association

Volume XXV Number 2

“Committed to Safety, Courtesy, and Professionalism”

October 2016

Message from the President
Cool crisp weather reminds us that summer is over and with that the busy
season for the Drivers Association. We had many successful events this year
wrapping up with our Trucking for Kids Convoy. I would like to start with a huge
thank you to everyone who got out and got involved over the season. I understand
what a huge commitment it is.
I guess there's a lot of catching up to do back to the state driving competition
which was in May and the group of us who went to the National Truck Driving
Championships in Indianapolis. It has been a wonderful road. We had some great
finishers at the nationals this year and we were represented as true professionals. We
have had a few company competitions this year with the opportunity for them to
grow a bit next year.
The charity events that a large group of us were involved with were also a
great success as well. The Northeast Charity Challenge at Devens, MA., the
Truckers Drive for children in Lexington, Virginia, and of course, our Maine
Trucking for Kids Convoy raised a great deal of money and attention for some
challenging causes. With your support hopefully next year we can get more
involved and keep growing the great things that we have.
It looks like our first event for the year, other than the regular schedule
meetings, will be the Mid-America Trucking Show in Louisville, Kentucky March
23 through the 25th, where a group of us will be cooking and serving meals in the
Papa John's parking lot.
In closing I just want to wish everyone a safe winter driving season and hope
to see you at our next meeting.
Have a great day!
Rob Fernald
President, Maine Professional Drivers Association
This edition of “Behind the Wheel”
is sponsored by the
Maine Motor Transport Association
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Congratulations to the 2016 Maine State Champions
from the

Maine Motor Transport Association
Class

Name

Company

Straight Truck

Butch Buzzell

Walmart Transportation

3-Axle Van

Rob Fernald

Walmart Transportation

4-Axle Van

Denis Litalien

Clifford W. Perham / Shaw’s

5-Axle Van

Rick Magnuson

Delhaize America

Flatbed

Ken Duncan

Walmart Transportation

Tank

Alan Grindle

Irving Oil Terminals

Sleeper

Tom Pooler

Delhaize America

Twin Trailers

Larry Menter

YRC Freight

Step Van

Scott Wickstrom

FedEx Express

Special Award Winners
Grand Champion

Tom Pooler

Delhaize America

Rookie of the Year

Mark Scaplen

FedEx Freight

Pre Trip Inspection

Matt Richardson

Performance Food Service

Written Test

Tom Pooler

Delhaize America

Team Award

Walmart Transportation

Student Drivers
Five Axle Van

Justin Lary

Tri-County Technical Center

Straight Truck

Cody Sylvester

Tri-County Technical Center

Team Award

Tri-County Technical Center

Maine Motor Transport Association
142 Whitten Road, Augusta, ME
Phone: (207)623-4128
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Congratulations to the NTDC Drivers
Congratulations to the Maine State Champions who competed at the National Truck
Driving Championships. While we didn't get all the results we had hoped for, two of our drivers made the finals and all had a great time spending the week with like-minded professionals
in Indianapolis.
The results for the Maine Drivers are as follows:
Class
Step Van
Straight Truck
3-Axle Van
4-Axle Van
5-Axle Van
Tank
Flatbed
Sleeper
Twins

Driver
Scott Wickstrom
Butch Buzzell
Rob Fernald
Denis Litalien
Rick Magnuson
Alan Grindle
Ken Duncan
Tom Pooler
Larry Menter

Company
Position
FedEx Express
14
Walmart Transportation
2
Walmart Transportation
4
CWP/Shaw's
23
Delhaize America/Hannaford
18
Irving Oil Terminals
6
Walmart Transportation
47
Delhaize America/Hannaford
15
YRC Freight
28

Randy’s Corner

By TDC Officer Randy DeVault
I am pleased to report that the 2016 Truck Driving Championships and Professional
Technician Skills Competition were by all accounts a success! Success only happens when
everyone, working together, builds on the accomplishments of those who organized these events in
past years. We greatly appreciate and acknowledge all the work done before this year’s events, and
pledge to continually improve both events to maximize the value to competitors and our industry as
a whole.
The 2016 events would not have been successful without the contributions of many people
and organizations. On behalf of the special events committee and all of the organizers of each
event, we would like to thank the sponsors, judges, participants, volunteers, and equipment
providers. While impossible to name everyone individually, it literally takes dozens of companies
and over 50 people working to staff the event. The donations of time, money, venue, equipment,
trophies, shirts, hats, prizes, and food all add up to a day that the participants will remember for
years to come. Thank you to all who generously donated in some way to each event!
Planning for the 2017 TDC and PTC is already underway. The events will be held May 20,
2017 at Dysart’s and Eastern Maine Community College and much more information will be
forthcoming as the events draw near. We hope to attract additional sponsors and participants next
year as word of the value of participating in the 2017 event spreads across our membership.
The special events committee will begin reaching out to each of you prior to next year’s
events and I hope that you will consider donating again in 2017, for it is truly because of you that
the 2016 event was so successful.
- Randy is also the Training Coordinator for Maine Motor Transport Association in charge of putting on the State Truck Driving Championships. Ed.
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Championship Notes……
Thanks to Nate Lewis and Walmart for the space and lunch at the practice sessions for
the Nationals. Also thanks to Shaw's, First Fleet, Chapman Trucking, and YRC for the
equipment and to Warren Lewis for an amazing vehicle inspection and Fern Richards for your
insight and cleanup.
Thanks go out to Pottle’s, H.O. Bouchard and Walmart for the toy tr ucks that were
raffled off at the State championships.
Thanks those who helped with getting water for the event, including Nestle/Poland
Spring for the donation and to George Colby, Denis Litalien, Alan Paradis and Dick
Brown for ar r anging tr anspor tation. The water was used at the Championships as well
as the Northeast Charity Challenge and the Maine Trucking for Kids Convoy.
Thanks also to those who hosted the hospitality room for MPDA as well as getting the
food and drinks made available.

Trucking for Kids Convoy Raises $12,500 for Area Youth Programs
The Maine Professional Drivers Association joined with the South Portland Lions Clubs
on Sunday, September 25 for the 17th year to put on the Maine Trucking for Kids Convoy.
Nearly 50 trucks convoyed from Scarborough Downs, down the Payne Road, around the
Maine Mall and through Western Avenue to Route 1 in South Portland and back to
Scarborough Downs on Sunday afternoon.
The event, including a truck show, a driving competition, raffles, an auction, and a
cookout, raised $11,000 for Camp Sunshine in Casco. Donations from the event will also go to
help the local police department youth programs in Scarborough and South Portland.
Thank you to everyone who had a hand in this great day! Thanks to all who work
behind the scenes, organizing meetings, preparing truck show ballots, reserving tables and
chairs, printing and distributing flyers and generating publicity, getting food and cooks lined
up, preparing and cooking the food, getting traffic control, preparing a parking plan, bringing
equipment and trucks, cleaning trucks, working in the hot sun all day, setting up the day
before, soliciting prizes and pledges, getting sponsors for porta-potties, advertising, food,
equipment, trophies, setting up the raffle and selling tickets, cleaning up at the end of the
event, and all the other things necessary as we end up with a feeling of satisfaction that we
accomplished something special!
For more information and list of winners of the awards for the best looking trucks and
top driving competitors, check our website at mpda.org/trucking4kids.
Camp Sunshine Executive Director Michael Katz sends along the following note:
“Amazing!!! Thank you to the Maine Trucking for Kids Convoy Committee, the Maine
Professional Drivers Association and all others involved in supporting Camp Sunshine through
this very special event! Your time, effort and hard work truly make an impact on children with
life-threatening illnesses and their families. The kind support and dedication you put forth on
behalf of Camp Sunshine is very much appreciated. Thank you again for making a
difference!”
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New Hampshire/Vermont State Competitions
The 2016 New Hampshire and Vermont State Championships were held jointly, hosted
by the New Hampshire Motor Transport Association with assistance from the
New Hampshire Professional Drivers Association. The results are as follows:
New Hampshire
Straight Truck
1 - Paul Mcnutt, FedEx
2 - William Ballbach, XPO Logistics
3 - Patrick Osborn, FedEx
Three Axle Van
1 - Wayne McClellan, Walmart
2 – Paul Robichaud, FedEx
3 – Don Williams, XPO Logistics
Four Axle Van
1 - Robert Fair, FedEx Freight
2 - Peter Borges, FedEx
3 - Robert Farrell, Ross Express
Five Axle Van
1 - David Butterfield, Walmart
2 - Brian Lewis, UPS Freight
3 - Martin O'Neil, AG of New England
Flatbed
1 - Norman Sullivan FedEx
2 - Gabe Benet FedEx Freight
3 - David Gagne, Walmart
Tank
1 - Chris Stockton, Walmart
2 - Chris Holmes, Irving Oil
3 - Michael McMahon FedEx Freight
Twins
1 - Neil Nogues, YRC
2 - Matthew St Pierre FedEx Freight
Sleeper
1 - Karl Ulrich, Pleasant View Gardens
2 - William Thompson, Walmart
3 - John Gagnon, AG of New England
Step Van
1 - Charles Putnam, FedEx
2 - Brett Chamberlin, FedEx
Special Awards
Best Written Test - Chris Stockton, Walmart
Best Pre-Trip – Chris Holmes, Irving Oil
Rookie of the Year - Chris Stockton, Walmart
Team Award - FedEx

Vermont
Straight Truck
1 - Charles Killian, FedEx
2 - Andre Raven
Three Axle
1 - Ernest Wood, ABF
2 -Robert Weller, FedEx Freight
Four Axle
1 - Jason Caron, FedEx Freight
2 - Alan Bachand, XPO Logistics
Five Axle
1 - Chris Novak, FedEx
2 - Matthew Smith, FedEx Freight
Twins
1 - Jeremiah Jarvis, FedEx Freight
2 - Troy Kilburn, FedEx Freight
3 - Leon Towsley, XPO Logistics
Special Awards
Grand Champion – Ernest Wood, ABF
Best Pre-Trip – Ernest Wood, ABF
Best Written Test – Charles Killian, FedEx
Rookie of the Year - Charles Killian, FedEx
Team Award – FedEx

Scholarships

MPDA also has scholarships available
each year. A number of the students in the high
school programs have been recipients in the
past. MPDA President, Rob Fernald,
mentioned that his niece Stephanie is now a
teacher which we helped make possible. He
said two of his nieces have benefitted from the
MPDA scholarships. This really made a
difference. Applications are available on the
MPDA website at www.mpda.org.
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Student Driving Competition

Thank you to all who attended and helped out with the Dick Dolloff Memorial Student
Truck Driving Competition. The event hosted nearly 50 students from four high school truck
driving programs and went very well under the leadership of Vicki Kimball and with
the Maine Professional Drivers Association members providing a lot of the legwork for the
day. Randy DeVault also provided the resources of the Maine Motor Transport Association as
well as the Training Unit to serve as an office for the event.
Along with all who helped out at the event, special thanks to members Fern Richard,
Warren Lewis, Roger Wilcox, Mary Ann Cupero, Nate Lewis, Ron Round, Randy
DeVault, Matt Beck, Rob Fernald, Denis Litalien, Josh White, Hank Jewett, Dick Brown,
Eddy Naples, and Jim Costa.
A number of our member companies also donated equipment, food, prizes, and
personnel for the event. Trucks were provided for the driving and pre-trip portion of the event
as well as a number of vehicles on display for the students to look over.
Thanks to Ron Round, a tremendous amount of publicity was generated with three
television stations providing coverage as well as one newspaper and a national magazine. You
can see two of the reports from channel 6 and channel 8 news at the following links:
http://www.wcsh6.com/mb/sports/high-schoolers-compete-for-top-commercial-truck-driver/131239643

http://www.wmtw.com/news/high-school-students-compete-in-commercial-driving-competition/39012072

Here are a couple more links of news coverage we got for the event:

http://wabi.tv/2016/04/13/students-show-off-skills-at-commercial-truck-driving-competition/
http://www.foxbangor.com/news/item/14204-student-driving-competition
http://www.truckinginfo.com/blog/all-thats-trucking/story/2016/05/high-school-students-to-compete-alongside
-the-best-truck-drivers-in-maine.aspx?utm_campaign=Headline-News20160509&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Enewsletter&btm_ea=ZGVudHJ1Y2tAaG90bWFpbC5jb20=

Chairperson of the competition, Vicki Kimball, sent along a note to the MPDA members
who helped to make the event happen...... “Thank you, I cannot express enough to you the
appreciation and gratitude to you for all of your help and support and guidance. This was by
far the most excellent competitions we've ever held and it is because of you guys. I sent a note
to Randy DeVault before, but I will tell you guys as well, Chris Broderick was very important
to me. He wanted this event in Augusta to be awesome when we moved it there, and in these
past few years, and because of all of your help that happened that day, this year’s event was
amazing!!! Thank you guys so very much, we are all so excited about participating in Bangor
in May. Thank you, without you I really can't imagine it would have been or become what it
is!”
Thank you again for who helped with the Dick Dolloff Memorial Student Driving
Competition. You all had a hand in making this a great experience for the students and
generated some positive press about our profession. Below are the results of who got awards at
the event and which students will be advancing to the Future Driver Championships that were
held in conjunction with the State Professional Truck Driving Championships on May 21 at
Dysart’s in Her mon.
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CLASS A RESULTS
1st- Kyle McLean - Region 9 Technical Center
2nd- Dylan Thibodeau - Tri-County Technical Center
3rd- Timothy Decker - Region 9 Technical Center
CHRIS BRODERICK MEMORIAL PRE-TRIP SAFETY AWARD CLASS A - Benjamin Raymond - Tri-County Technical Center
CLASS A TEAM AWARD - Region 9 Technical Center
CLASS A -Future Truckers who went to Bangor
Region 3 Technical Center Gabe Bean
Tyler Toleman
Region 9 Technical Center Kyle McLean
Timothy Decker
Tri-County Technical Center Dylan Thibodeau
Justin Lary
Westbrook Regional Vocational Center Chris Kennie
Jon Jaques
CLASS B RESULTS
1st- Cody Sylvester - Tri-County Technical Center
2nd- Tyler Goodwin - Westbrook Regional Vocational Center
3rd- Dexter Cook - Region 9 Technical Center REG 9
CHRIS BRODERICK MEMORIAL PRE-TRIP SAFETY AWARD CLASS B - Kevin Cogley - Region 9 Technical Center
CLASS B TEAM AWARD- Tri-County Technical Center
CLASS B -Future Truckers who went to Bangor
Region 3 Technical Center Abigale Austin
Region 9 Technical Center Dexter Cook
Kevin Cogley
Tri-County Technical Center Cody Sylvester
Jeffry Whitney
Westbrook Regional Vocational Center Tyler Goodwin
Joe DeMarco
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Members present at the Student Driving Competition. From left to right, standing:
Mike Coulombe, Mary Ann Cupero, Roger Wilcox, Jim Costa, Rob Fernald,
Fern Richard, Randy DeVault, Ron Round, Dick Brown; Kneeling: Josh
White, Denis Litalien, Warren Lewis, and Hank Jewett. Not pictured: Vicki
Kimball, Nate Lewis, Matt Beck, and Eddy Naples.

Pay to park, or take your chances?

According to Kevin Jones in August’s Running Lights Blog, Trucker Path users shine
some light on parking availability. “Truckers are lighting up the map, thanks to the
crowd-sourced efforts of Trucker Path Pro users to report parking availability. A new, interactive web page illustrates data collected from some 450,000 truck drivers who use the app to
find parking, and to let fellow truckers know if parking spaces are still up for grabs at a
particular location and time. Check it out at:
Trucker Path Pro now provides information on truck parking availability at more than
27,000 locations along the National Highway System, according to the company.
As with any crowd-sourced tool, the data improves as more people participate. So while
truck stop chains, state governments, and the US DOT all ponder expensive options for tracking and reporting available parking, truckers themselves already have a simple solution in the
palm of their hands—all it takes is a second or two to check in with the app. Just think how
much time that will save everyone.
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Northeast Charity Challenge a
Huge Success

What an amazing weekend for the 18th
Northeast Professional
Drivers Charity Challenge at Devens,
Massachusetts. 90 drivers, families and
friends participated in another successful
event! This year the Charity Challenge
topped the scales at $37,500! After all
expenses are paid the Northeast Professional
Truck Drivers Association will proudly send
approximately $25,000 to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital. This year we have crossed
the $600,000 milestone: our 18 years of
fundraising has reached $610,000.
For more information and competition
results, go to necharitychallenge.org
- from Fred Schenk,
Charity Challenge Chairperson

Can You Pronounce SPUI?

The correct pronunciation looks like
Spooey. The word may become a new entry in
the English language and become more
familiar as the Maine Turnpike Authority
(MTA) has completed a long awaited
reconstruction of the on and off ramps at Exit
80 in Lewiston. The new intersection fully
opened on
October 14th.
This new type of intersection allows all
traffic to flow on and off using only one traffic
light to control the flow in all directions. You
can get a better idea of how this works by
going onto the MTA’s website where there are
links to the description and a link to a video
showing it in operation. You can also see a
video on youtube at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwpoPQ1SPJU

NH Left Lane Legislation

October 2016

Our friend, Lowell Crouse, passed
away September 15th. Those of you that have
been to the Charity Challenge may remember
him as the old guy that worked in the
equipment area and won a high fundraiser
trophy every year.
The Crouse Brothers, Lowell, Warren
& Melvin, were a force to be reckoned with
when it came to the Truck Driving
Championships in the 60's 70's & 80's.
Lowell started competing in 1968.
Between 1972 and 1994 he won the state
competition 12 times and made 12 trips to the
ATA National Competition. In 1982, while
working for Bulk Transport, he won the
National Championship in the Tank Class.
Lowell was only the second driver to win the
Nationals from Massachusetts.
In 1982, along with a group of
competing truck drivers from Massachusetts,
they started the Massachusetts Professional
Truck Drivers Roadeo Assoc. Lowell was the
first president. When the Charity Challenge
was started in 1997, Lowell suggested we
make it a benefit for St Jude Children's
Hospital.
Never one to just sit back and watch, Lowell
became very involved in the Charity
Challenge and fund-raised over $20,000 since
we started.
If you wish to make a donation to St
Jude in honor of Lowell, please click to
following link: http://events.stjude.org/
lcrouse Thank you to the many drivers that
have already sent a donation to St Jude in
Lowell's name. Complete information
concerning the obituary, wake and funeral,
may be found at the following web site:
www.brittonfuneralhomes.com
We will miss him terribly.

Land Line Magazine reported this falls that efforts were turned back in New Hampshire
that called for banning trucks from using the far left lane on highways with at least three lanes
in one direction. Current law already requires any vehicle moving slower than the normal
speed of traffic to stay to the right. The law does not apply when preparing to turn or to
overtake and pass another vehicle.
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Health Tip of the Month by Truckin” Bob
Truckin’ Bob is member Bob Cyr, a 43-year veteran in the trucking industry having been in
dispatching and management for most of those years and now is teaching health and nutrition classes in Old
Orchard Beach. Bob has coached marathon runners and has competed in many running events. He is a
Registered Certified Integrated Holistic Health Coach, Transportation Consultant, Food Safety and
Compliance Professional, Public Speaker on Nutrition, Health and Wellness and an author. He is very
interested in helping truck drivers improve their health and has offered to provide us with a monthly health tip
for our newsletter and website. Here is the first installment of Truckin’ Bob’s Health Coach Tip of the
Month”:
“I consider this the greatest time of the year. We are in the end of summer and our local gardens are
producing some of the most delicious fruits and vegetables. Growing and buying local in season produce can
be very good for your body and your wallet.
Blueberries and Blackberries are among the highest in anti-oxidant valued fruits. Without listing all the
antioxidant polyphenolic anthocyanin compounds, it’s good to know that the nutrients in the berries help rid
off harmful oxygen-derived free radicals from the human body, and thereby, protect us against cancers, aging,
degenerate diseases, and infections.
Further, research studies suggest that acid in these berries help lower blood sugar levels and control
blood-glucose levels in type 2 diabetes. The natural vitamins in these fruit also contain micro nutrients and
minerals like potassium, manganese, copper, iron, and zinc. Potassium is an important component of cell and
body fluids that helps in controlling the heart rate and blood pressure. Copper and Iron in the production and
formation of red blood cells.
Look for berries that are firm, plump, smooth skinned, with a silver gray surface bloom. Buy deep
purple-blue to blue-black berries. Avoid soft and shriveled, over handled, bruised berries and those with signs
of mold and old stock. Berries can be placed and stored in plastic zip locked bags inside the refrigerator set at
the high relative humidity bin and they will stay well for up to a week. Berries also freeze well and can be
used in the future for a variety of recipes.
Blueberries are sweet and juicy, stain your teeth and tongue deep blue. In preparing them trim away
any stems, and leaves if you have picked or purchased directly from the farmer. They are better eaten fresh
after washing in cold water. If taken out of cold storage, place them in a bowl of water to bring them back to
room temperature, which enriches their taste and palatability.”
You can reach Truckin’ Bob at 207-283-3993 or email him at cyr.truckinbob.robert05@gmail.com.
Look for his book, “Zombie Truckers”at the following website, www.pagepublishing.com/zombie-truckers

Smoking Devices Advisory

In August, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration issued a safety advisory to
owners and operators of commercial motor vehicles concerning incidents involving
battery-powered portable electronic smoking devices. These include e-cigarettes, e-cigars,
e-pipes, e-hookahs, personal vaporizers and electronic nicotine delivery systems.
According to the FMCSA, the U.S. Fire Administration estimated that there were 25
reported incidents involving the devices that resulted in explosions, serious personal injuries or
fires between 2009 and 2014. However, FMCSA cited news sources that reported more than
1,500 explosions involving such devices and warned motor carriers and drivers to be
cognizant of the risks associated with them. The agency asked motor carriers and drivers to
exercise good judgment and discretion in their possession, storage, charging or use on, around
or while operating a CMV, and adhere to the smoking prohibitions on, near, or when loading
and unloading a motor vehicle transporting hazardous materials.
- from Transport Topics reporter David Elfin
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Doing Good at the Truck Show

If you were at Mid America Trucking Show in Louisville, Kentucky and didn’t visit the Cause We
Can Cafe in the Papa John’s parking lot, you missed a feast! The MATS crew this year held a surf and turf
dinner to benefit St. Christopher Truckers Fund. Steak and lobster were the entrees of the night. Drivers and
others came from all around the area to partake in the fabulous food and fellowship. Donations were accepted
but not required.
One family shared a testimony of attending the dinner last year and were ashamed because they were
unable to donate any money. They had come to the show looking for work and hadn’t eaten in several
days. They were treated with the same dignity and respect that everyone who visits the cafe receives. This
year this same family came back to the dinner and made a large donation in appreciation.
Jan and Lawrence McNeil send along a note to MPDA on behalf of the volunteer staff of the
Cause We Can Cafe, stating as they always do on their tagline, doing what we love to do - breaking bread
with fellow drivers:
“The Cause We Can Cafe would like to thank you for your organization's donation along with
individual member's donations that provided the lobster for our kick off celebration dinner at THE
MID-AMERICA TRUCKING SHOW on Wednesday March 30th. The dinner was to celebrate Rob Fernald’s
year as one of the TA/PETRO CITIZEN DRIVERS & Denis Litalien’s nomination that culminated on
Friday as Maine's and MPDA'S second award winner. Maine is the only state and MPDA is the only
organization with 2 award winners and there ISN'T a TA/PETRO to be found!
This was also the perfect opportunity to donate all the donations we received that evening for dinner
to the St Christopher fund that provides assistance to professional truck drivers who have fallen victim to
medical situations. $2188 was presented by Rob and received with tears of joy.
We are so proud to be honorary members and associated with the caliber of people that make up your
membership. Please visit CAUSE WE CAN on FACEBOOK to see pictures of your members once again
helping fellow truckers.”
Shannon Currier of the St. Christopher Fund, shares this thought, “Rob, would you share this with the
Cause We Can Group? We are so thankful for your support of the St. Christopher Fund as we work to support
drivers through medical issues. We were blown away by your hard work and by the generosity of everyone
involved and the drivers that gave. We couldn’t do this without amazing people like you all! Your support
means so much to us. We hope to be able to meet each and every one of you at some point. Thank you
again!”
Thanks to the following MPDA members who were at the show helping out with this great cause:
Jim & Mona Costa, Denis, Debbie and Chelsea Litalien, Rob Fernald, Jan and Lawrence McNeil, and
Fred Schenk.

Cause We Can Cafe Has Benefit for St. Christopher Truckers Fund

Pictured: Crew at the MATS Food Booth, Lobster Meal at the Booth, and Jim Costa preparing to serve a tasty crustacean
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Linde Driving Competition

On May 21, Linde in Kittery held their regional driving competition with a course set
up by MPDA members using NHPDA equipment. This joint effort was really appreciated
since it was held the same day as the State Truck championships due to a scheduling conflict.
Thanks to Hank Jewett, who was there to set up and have the New Hampshire
Professional Drivers Association graciously provide their equipment trailer for this event so
that we could dedicate ours to the Maine State Championships.
Transport Manager Barry Mullen sends along this note of thanks:
“Please extend my gratitude and appreciation for all the help and direction to both
MPDA and NHPDA for personnel and use of equipment.”
This year was one of the best we have done in Kittery and was very well received from
our corporate office. As always we wouldn't look good without you and your dedication to the
industry. Thank you so much!”
Barry Mullen, Area Tr anspor t Manager
Linde LLC, Kitter y ME, Attleboro MA
TWO MILLION SAFE DRIVING MILES
10,290 SAFE WORK DAYS st
nd
rd
Ed’s Note – Winners of the event were: 1 - Lyle Wyleey, 2 – Stephen L’Heureux, and 3 – Randy Erb.

Turnpike Service Plaza Parking

Member Craig Robinson contacted the Maine Turnpike about the possibility of
increasing parking at the Kennebunk Service Plazas. He is hoping we can keep this idea in the
mix as we go forward. Craig reports, “Here is some info on my request to find out if MTA was
going to increase truck parking in the Kennebunk service plazas. I hope we can keep this idea
in the mix. Since truck parking is critical, we should try to push this to happen sooner rather
than later.”
We forwarded the following question from Craig to Erin Courtney at the Maine
Turnpike, “Has there been any dialogue with the MTA about adding parking spaces to the mile
25 service plazas, both NB and SB? There will be more of a need as time goes on. As you
know, certain times of the week it is full. I think this needs to be on their future growth
agenda.”
Erin responded, “Sorry for the delay in my response to this. I heard back from our Chief
Operations Officer about this and he said that there is some money under service plazas within
the next 10 years as part of our 30-year plan. While nothing has been decided as to what the
money will be used for at this point, he believes that the Kennebunks need additional truck
parking. So while that is not an immediate fix, it does sound like it is a known concern shared
internally. I hope this information helps. If you have any additional questions, please feel free
to contact me!”
Craig replied back and shared with us, “Thank you for the update and information. I
certainly hope they include members of the trucking industry when they do this. In several
years they certainly will have a capacity issue on both sides in Kennebunk. This does help and
I will pass this along to the MPDA members.”
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MPDA Calendar of Events – 2016 (As of 10/15/16)
November 2016
12
Presentation of Trucking for Kids Convoy Funds to Camp Sunshine – Camp
Sunshine, Casco – 11:30am – Contact Jim Costa at jcosta@sacoriver.net or 420-1816
20
MPDA Members Meeting – MMTA Office, Augusta – 8:00am – contact Rob Fernald at
838-1074 or fernald2@aol.com (www.mpda.org )
December 2016
1
66th Annual Maine Transportation Conference, Augusta – for more info go to MDOT
at http://www.maine.gov/mdot/transcon/
17
Wreaths Across America Day – Arlington National Cemetery – contact Rob Fernald at
838-1074 or fernald2@aol.com or info@wreathsacrossamerica.org
(www.wreathsacrossamerica.org)
January 2017
12
MMTA Annual Banquet – Holiday Inn by the Bay, Portland – 5:00pm – contact Brain
Parke at 423-4128 or bparke@mmta.com (www.mmta.com)
15
Tentative MPDA Members Meeting – Location TBA – 8:00am – contact Rob Fernald at
838-1074 or fernald2@aol.com (www.mpda.org )
28
Trucking 4 Kids Convoy Meeting – HomeTown Buffet, Maine Mall- 8:00am - contact
Jim Costa at jcosta@sacoriver.net or 420-1816 (www.mpda.org/trucking4kids)
March 2017
19
Tentative MPDA Members Meeting – Location TBA – 8:00am – contact Rob Fernald at
838-1074 or fernald2@aol.com (www.mpda.org )
23-25 Mid-America Trucking Show - Kentucky Exposition Center, Louisville, KY – contact
(www.truckingshow.com)
April 2017
29
Trucking 4 Kids Convoy Meeting – HomeTown Buffet, Maine Mall- 8:00am - contact
Jim Costa at jcosta@sacoriver.net or 420-1816 (www.mpda.org/trucking4kids)

Behind the Wheel

October 2016

Website Usage Update

Membership Anniversaries
25 Years -Tim Estabrook, Nate Lewis,
Bob Kierstead
20 Years -John Ellingwood, Jr.
15 Years -Dale Rowe, Ron Round
5 Years -Greg Detarding, Brian Perry
New Member -Robert Cyr
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Maine Professional Drivers Association
PO Box 5672
Augusta, Me 04332-5672

2016-2017 MPDA Board of Directors

President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Membership Officer:
T.D.C. Officer:
Legislative Officer:
Publicity Officer:
All Past Presidents:

Executive Director:

Rob Fernald - Walmart Transportation
James Costa - WDW Trucking
Alan Paradis - A&A Trucking
Mona Costa - Retired
Pete Mortensen - Walmart Transportation
Randy DeVault - Maine Motor Transport
Association
George Colby - Streets of Gold Transport
Ron Round - Pottle’s Transportation
Denis Litalien, George Colby, Dave Stuart,
Dick Brown, Fred Thompson,
Doug Pickard, Ron Hutchins,
John Waisanen, Alan Paradis
Denis Litalien

MPDA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
dedicated to promoting
courtesy, safety and professionalism
in the field of commercial driving

“Behind the Wheel”

Editor: Denis Litalien
Layout, Design: Pete Mortensen
Production & Distribution: Pete Mor tensen
Contributors: Rob Fer nald, Denis Litalien, Fr ed
Schenk, Barry Mullen, Randy DeVault, Michael Katz,
Mickey Rafeal, Craig Robinson, Jan & Lawrence McNeil,
Bob Cyr
Our newsletter is published quarterly for our members
and advertisers. Articles of interest to members,
Advertising copy, inquires, payments, change of address,
comments, and newsletter submissions should be sent to:
Maine Professional Drivers Association
P.O. Box 5672 / Augusta, Maine / 04332-5672
info@mpda.org
www.mpda.org
If you have email capability and are receiving this newsletter by
regular mail, please contact us so we can email the newsletter to you,
saving postage, paper, folding, etc.
Send an email to: director@mpda.org

