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11TH ANNUAL MPDA MEETING & BANQUET
This year’s Annual Meeting was the 11th year that MPDA members gathered with their guests to celebrate the
activities of the past year. The Cascades Inn in Saco Maine was the site of this years banquet. Nothing but great
comments were heard about the place, from the food and service, to the great cozy atmosphere.
Magician Bernard Blais returned to entertain us with his great magic routines. The
phone call trick still has everyone talking! He did table magic before the meal and then
interspersed the introductions during the evening with some great tricks as he also emceed the event for us.
The Banquet Committee worked hard to make this one of the best banquets we
have had. There were decorations at each table for attendees to take home and a ton of
door prizes.
Dale Hanington, President and Chief Executive Officer of the Maine Motor Transport Association (MMTA)
was the featured speaker and updated the attendees on the latest news in the
trucking industry. He talked about many things including how important it
was for drivers and their companies to be working together and the reasons
why the MPDA was important to the industry for that reason. He thanked
the members and finished by saying we really have made a difference in our
industry.
He also discussed how fuel had gone up over 60 cents per gallon in the past year and it was not impossible for
the prices to go well over $2.00 per gallon before the increases were over. He described the process at the State
House which saw a bill for fuel tax refunds get narrowly defeated.
He also updated us on the status of eligibility for competing at the National Truck Driving Championships
this year. While Maine will remain an open competition where contestants will not be required to maintain membership in either MMTA or ATA. Only contestants who are members, or drive for companies who are members
of ATA, will be eligible for the National competition. The only exception will be for drivers who have never
(Continued on page 2)
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competed before, will be given a waiver for one year,
after which their company must join ATA to keep them
eligible for the competition.
As usual, the Officers gave their Annual Reports
and Fred Thompson, as ROADTEAM Captain, gave the Annual
ROADTEAM report. A special
presentation was made to PastPresident Doug Pickard in absentia.
Sarah Littlefield, daughter of
member Lee Littlefield was
awarded the Richard Esponnette Memorial Scholarship in the amount of $500.00.
Fred was adamant about thanking
the Banquet Committee for putting
together such an excellent program,
especially where this year’s banquet focused on the MPDA mission statement. That theme was
carried through posters, in the program handout, and in the table
decorations.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-

MPDA AWARDS & RECOGNITION
_

MPDA DRIVER OF THE YEAR
The Maine Professional Drivers Association presented its annual Driver of the Year
Award for 2000 to Charles Nadeau of
Hannaford Trucking Co. at the 11th
Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet.
Charlie started his driving career
in 1967 and has been with Hannaford
for over 30 years. He has driven over
23 years of driving without an accident
and has recorded well over 2 million accident-free miles.
He has been named his company’s Driver of the
Month in past years and also named Maine Motor
Transport Association’s Driver of the Month. He has
served on his company’s Drivers Committee and Safety
Committee. He is also a Founding Member of the
Maine Professional Drivers Association.
Though he is probably best known for the number
of years he has competed in the Maine State Truck
Driving Championships. He started competing in
1976, entering 17 competitions and winning a record 9
times! No other driver in Maine has accomplished this

feat. Most of his trips to the National Driving Championships saw him finish in or near the top 10 each time.
A career that any driver can look up to as an example of the qualities that we admire most in our profession.
Congratulations Charlie!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-

2000 MPDA GOOD SAMARITAN AWARD
The Maine Professional Drivers Association presented its Annual Good Samaritan Award to Rob Fernald of Fowler’s Express.
The award was presented
at the 11th Annual Meeting &
Awards Banquet, held at the
Cascade Inn in Saco.
While the Good Samaritan Award is generally
given to someone who helps motorists in the literal
sense of the term, this year it was decided to give the
award to someone who helps others in a number of different ways. And while he has been known to stop and
help motorists, this gentleman is always the first to step
up and lend a hand at any of the activities MPDA gets
involved in. That is why Rob has been recognized for
this year.
Here’s just a few of the places he showed up in the
last couple of years: He became a member of the
MPDA ROADTEAM to help spread the word about
highway safety, he’s manned the MPDA information
booths at both the Maine and New England Truck
Shows, he’s been involved with the organizing of the
Southern Convoy for Kids, he’s represented MPDA at
the WPOR “Christmas is for Kids”, he’s helped judge
and competed (in past years) in the State Driving
Championships, he helped put together a number of
company driving competitions for us, including hauling the MPDA trailer a number of times and has represented MPDA at the New Hampshire Truckers Drive
for Kids. Has also helped organize the St. Jude’s Charity Challenge, running what we call the non-CDL Challenge, putting over 200 people through the No-Zone
and driving awareness program, making it possible for
non-commercial drivers to see what truck drivers see.
And that’s besides his regular full-time driving duties!
Never one to stand back and watch, the term
"always there when you need him" seems to come to
mind easily when you think of Rob.
Congratulations Rob!
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2000 SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD
The 2000 MPDA Special Recognition Award was
presented at the Annual Banquet to
Cliff Gray. The award is usually
given to someone who has gone
above and beyond the call of duty
in regards to our activities.
And while he always shies away
from any recognition, the level of involvement that this gentleman has given this organization warrants a special thanks from all of us.
One of the greatest reasons for presentation is the
fact that he has been behind everything we have done
since the organization was founded over 10 years ago.
He has lent a guiding hand and lent the expertise of his
experience as a past State Police Officer and as manager of MMTA. His encouragement and enthusiasm
combined with his common sense has been one of the
reasons the MPDA has accomplished so much over the
years.
He’s been involved for years with the Maine State
Truck Driving Championships. As a matter of fact, he
first started being involved as a judge when he was a
State Trooper back in the early 1980‘s. He is now the
key force behind the Championships for MMTA, seeing that every detail is taken care of.
Cliff has been our TDC Officer for a number of
years and has been our Liaison with the Maine Motor
Transport Association. He is also now the friendly
voice you hear when you call the MPDA telephone
number as he handles our phone calls and mail.
Congratulations Cliff!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-

SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD
This year it was so difficult for the selection committee to pick a recipient for this
award, it was decided to give it to 2
people. It would be hard to find
two individuals who have given
so much of themselves to give
more meaning to the word
“sportsmanship”, than these two
people. Or maybe this should be
called “sports-woman-ship”, as there are two woman
who will share this award this year.
They've been involved in just about every aspect of
our activities - from organizing booths, working on our
championships, helping out wherever possible, and all
from behind the scenes. The reason you hardly ever
hear from them is that they are both wives of very ac-

tive members. And as one nomination for the award
stated, “...anyone who can put up with all the time
Dave puts into MPDA“, really has to be a good sport!
And as Fred says, “How could I ever do it without her!”
The recipients of this year's MPDA Sportsmanship
Award are Terry Stuart and Diane Thompson.
Incidentally, both of these women were on the
committee responsible for organizing the Annual Banquet, where this presentation was made. Great job ladies !
Congratulations Terry and Diane!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-

NEWS

MMTA SHIPPERS NIGHT
The Maine Motor Transport Assn. recently held
their
Annual Shipper’s Night at the Holiday Inn
by
the Bay in Portland. Sen. Rick Bennett
was the keynote Speaker and praised
the trucking industry for its productivity, quoting a well known saying,
“If you got it, a truck driver brought it.”
Many awards were handed out at the banquet
type event. Each of MMTA’s Drivers of the Month
were presented with a framed certificate and a jacket
patch while the State Champions at the 2000 State
Truck Driving Championships were also recognized.
Past- President of MPDA, John Waisanen was presented with the Safety Director of the Year Award, a
new annual award presented by the MMTA Safety
Management Council. John is the Safety Director for
Clifford Perham, Inc./Shaw’s Supermarkets. Editor’s Note – John also recently received a plaque from
ATA in recognition for his efforts in maintaining an
outstanding safety program for Shaw’s.
The Driver of the Year Award for 2000 was presented to Wayne Whitney of Clifford W. Perham, Inc./
Shaw’s. Wayne has driven over 3.3 million miles in
his 39 year driving career, 28 of which have been with
Shaw’s. The award was presented by Chief of the
Maine State Police, Michael Sperry.
Companies also received awards for miles of safe
operation. The Grand Champion Award was presented
to Central Maine Transport. MPDA
Supporting members receiving awards
included Hartt Transportation Systems, Hannaford Trucking Co., Clifford W. Perham, Inc., Pottle’s
Transportation, Portland Air
Freight, H. O. Bouchard, Dysart’s
Transportation, Emery-Waterhouse Co. and J & S
Oil Co.
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SAFE ROADS AHEAD
American Trucking Associations recently announced that new federal statistics again show significant improvements in truck safety, confirming the
1990's as the industry's safest decade ever.
Highlighting the truck safety success story are
drops in both the large truck fatal crash rate and the
number of truck-related fatalities. The new rate is 2.28
fatal crashes per 100 million miles traveled. The fatal
crash rate continues at its lowest point since the U.S.
Department of Transportation began keeping large
truck safety records in 1975. The number of fatalities
dropped despite the fact that large trucks traveled three
billion more miles in 1999 than in 1998.
Drug use among truck drivers also continues to be
very low. The latest random drug testing of drivers
produced just 1.5 percent positive results, a figure less
than half that of other workplaces. Truck drivers continue to be the least likely to be cited for alcohol use in
fatal crashes where alcohol is a factor.
- from Transport Topics Online
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-

AMERICA’S ROAD TEAM NEWS
The American Trucking Associations (ATA) recently announced that Mack
Trucks, Inc., is stepping forward
to sponsor one of the industry's
most successful highway safety
programs, America’s Road Team.
The company will begin its
second century of industry leadership by supporting the ATA-Mack
Share the Road program. Share the Road will take the
trucking industry's safety message city-to-city, using
professional truck drivers from the American Trucking
Association's America's Road Team and ATA member
companies to demonstrate to motorists how to safely
share the road with large tractor-trailers.
The new venture replaces the How to Drive program in which ATA had partnered with the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration's 'No Zone' effort.
The ATA-Mack Share the Road campaign will take the
trucking industry safety message on the road to the top
100 U.S. media markets. In each city, accident-free
truck drivers will give highway safety demonstrations
and ‘ride-alongs’ for local news media. According to
their website, they are scheduled to be in Portland in
the future.
For many local viewers and readers, the demonstra-

tions will be their first exposure to safety information
about truck blind spots, turning space, and stopping
distances. The information is critical as federal accident figures say 35% of all truck-related auto fatalities
occur in a truck's blind spots. The statistics also show
that the majority of collisions between trucks and cars
are as a result of an action by the driver of the car.
- from Transport Topics Online
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-

SOUTHERN MAINE CONVOY FOR KIDS
The Annual Maine Trucking for Kids Convoy was
held on October 10th and
was termed a huge
success by all
those involved.
Over 100 trucks
did the Convoy
through downtown
Portland and into South Portland and raised over
$12,000 to benefit kids.
The week prior to the event saw two Shaw’s trucks
inside the Maine Mall to attract attention and promote
the event. The Maine Mall donated the space to help
with raising funds. The folks at the Mall have said that
more display space will be made available next year in
the hopes that other companies will display their
equipment in exchange for a donation to the event.
In conjunction with the Convoy, a job fair and driving competition, hosted by Northeast Technical Institute, was held at the Marginal Way parking lot, where
the Convoy started. Northeast made a substantial donation to the event from the job fair and the competition. Dick Brown coordinated the coffee and donuts
for everyone at the start site. Thank you Dick!
The Convoy, starting on Marginal Way in Portland,
worked its way through downtown Portland, crossing
the new Casco Bay Bridge, proceeding along Broadway in South Portland, down exit 7 spur, ending at the
Maine Mall with a huge bar-b-que waiting for all the
participants. Al Ireland and his family coordinated the
cooking, which also raised a good sum of money from
a donation jar.
The Portland, South Portland and Maine State Police, along with the Cumberland County Sheriff’s
Dept., did a tremendous job of traffic control. There
were even some inmates from the Cumberland County
Jail recruited for traffic duty to help the event flow
smoothly.
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At the conclusion of the event, unofficial totals
were announced and the final
amount raised was presented
to the charities at the South
Portland Lions Clubs dinner
on November 2nd. Operation
Liftoff of Maine and Camp Sunshine both were presented with checks for $3500.00
while another $3500.00 was split among the Portland,
South Portland, Maine and State Police and the Cumberland County Sheriff’s Department's D.A.R.E. and
Officer Friendly programs. A little over $500.00 was
left in the checking account to start next year’s event.
At the Mall, trophies were presented to the drivers
of the best looking vehicles as well as those who had
won the driving competition.
An event booklet was printed
to help recognize all the
sponsors. There were so
many companies and organizations that helped out with this
event that it would not be fair to mention some of them
and not others, as there simply is not enough space
here to give all of them credit. But Chair of the event,
Kevin Battle, says that without their support, this
event would never have taken place.
Thanks to all took part!
The list of trophy winners are below
Convoy for Kids Results
:

Class
Driver

Position
Company

Straight Truck
2nd Place
Harry Louth
1st Place
John Thompson
Tractor-Trailer/Van
2nd Place
Roger Anderson
1st Place
Lance Reny
Flatbed
2nd Place
Alan Franklin
1st Place
Mark Ward

Oakhurst Dairy
NETTC

Anderson Transp.
A G Franklin

A G Franklin

Tanker
2nd Place
Dave Merrill
1st Place
Bob Gay
Heavy Equipment
2nd Place
Robert Stewart
1st Place
Roger Bard
Antique
2nd Place
Eric Dashiell
1st Place
Robert Smith
Most Unusual
2nd Place
David Walker
1st Place
Joe Srumowski
Pick-up Truck
2nd Place
Travis & Al Spencer
1st Place
Pam Rogers
Alternate Mode
2nd Place
Dave Waterhouse
1st Place
Al Spencer
Kids Choice Award
Roy McPherson

Safe Handling
J & S Oil

Stewart’s
Trucking
Greeley’s Garage

H. O. Bouchard
Oakhurst Dairy

Wood Structures
N E Concrete
Pumping

A & S Trucking
Yarmouth Lumber

Whitehall
Trucking
A & S Trucking

McPherson
Trucking
Vehicle that traveled furthest
T R Stone Trucking (217 miles)
Company with most vehicles
Yarmouth Lumber (5)
3rd Highest Fundraiser
A & S Trucking ($469.00)
2nd Highest Fundraiser
Hunnewell Transport ($590.00)
Top Fundraiser
Roy McPherson ($1854.00)

Driving Competition Awards
1st
Randy Devault
2nd
Ed Fernald & Mickey Rafeal
(tie)
3rd
John Labonte
4th
Everett MacMaster

A J Cobb

(Continued on page 6)

DRIVE SAFELY… IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR
THAT AN OLD SAYING HOLDS TRUE…
“PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE”

PLEASE
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4TH ANNUAL CHARITY CHALLENGE
The 4th Annual Northeast Professional Truck Drivers Charity Challenge was held at Devens, Mass. on
September 10th to a huge gathering of trucks and drivers from all over New England, New York and beyond.
Over $20,000 was raised for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital from this event through drivers pledges and corporate sponsorships of various activities. This brings
the 4-year total to over $84,000 that the participating
truck drivers have raised to help those the Children’s
Hospital benefits.
At the awards ceremony, Denis Litalien recounted
how one driver at the National Truck Driving Championships in New Orleans had approached him about the
competition. Not to compete but to thank him and the
organizers of the event for supporting this worthwhile
charity. It seems they were instrumental in his being
alive this day due to an experimental drug they developed that cured him of a terminal illness. He added,
“That’s what makes an event like this worth all the effort!”
MPDA again held a blind spot demonstration for
the public along with a “non-CDL” driving course.
The course was set up with obstacles that any person
with a driver’s license, but not necessarily a CDL,
could drive a tractor trailer through. A qualified driver
sat in the truck with them as they negotiated the course
with an automatic transmission tractor hooked to a 40
foot trailer. It was a great fundraiser and was enjoyed
by all the participants.
In the meantime over 135 truck drivers competed
in 10 different classes of vehicles to “show their stuff”
on the driving course. The fun competition of course
had a list of winners, as seen below, but the real fun
was the act of getting together to “kick the tires”, as
many would say. This is as much a social event as it is
a competition or a fundraiser, with everybody catching
up on all the latest trucking stories.
There were even events set up for the kids to keep
busy, as Candy Darling saw to it that they were entertained while dads and moms did their trucking thing.
There were a ton of door prizes, awards, pins, hats,
shirts and other stuff for drivers to take home as souvenirs
Below are the final standings for the event:
COMPETITION RESULTS
Class
Sponsor
Straight Truck
Kris-Way Truck Leasing
1st Warren Harthan / PSADTA
2nd Bob Deslauriers / Frito Lay
3rd Robert Provost / Waste Mgmt
3 Axle Van
CCX
1st Roland Bolduc / FedEx

2nd Randy DeVault / Roadway
3rd Robert Vollmar / ABF
4 Axle Van
Stop n Shop Companies
1st Dale Willson / Wise Recycling
2nd Everett MacMaster / FedEx
3rd Will Chivala / A-P-A
5 Axle Van
Price Chopper
1st Ron Nagle / A-P-A
2nd Jim Boudreau / Marriott Dist.
3rd Ray Schenk / Clifford Perham
5 Axle Sleeper
Wal-Mart Stores
1st Jack Cronin / Stagecoach Trad
2nd Bob Sherman / Hallsmith-Sysco
3rd Jason Frey / Overnite Trans.
5 Axle Tank
H. R. Ewell, Inc.
1st John Hazlett / ABF
2nd Chris Lamauk / Tru-Serv
3rd Nate Lewis / Wal-Mart
5 Axle Flatbed
Stagecoach Trading
1st William McMahon /Stop&Shop
2nd Fred Nordloh / Air Products
3rd Walter F. Crean / J.R. Christoni
Twin Trailer
FedEx
1st Andy Worcester / CCX
2nd John McGinley / ABF
3rd Keith Herzig / Herzig Hauling
Auto Transport
Allied Systems
1st Rich Higgins / Allied Systems
5 Axle Dump Truck
BOC Gases
1st Luke Keller / Garelick Farms
2nd Mike Milyaro /Clifford Perham
3rd John Clark/ FedEx

SPECIAL AWARDS
Award
Award
Driver
Sponsor
Pre-Trip Inspection
Shaw’s Supermarkets
1st Nate Lewis
Wal-Mart
Pre-Trip Inspection
A-P-A Transport
2nd Mickey Rafeal
Roadway
Pre-Trip Inspection
Teamsters Local #25
3rd Roland Bolduc
FedEx
Top Retired Driver
Rim Rock Trucking
Al Wood
Retired
Father & Son Drivers
Roadway Express
Warren Lewis Jr.
Hannaford
Nate Lewis
Wal-Mart
Top Management Driver
Air Products
Scott Barton
CCX
Setup Team Award
Prof. Driving &
Safety Training
Associates
Doug Francey
A-P-A
TOP FUNDRAISERS
1st Place sponsored by FedEx
$2,150.00
by Ozzy Bartlett of
Bozzuto’s Trucking
2nd Place sponsored by Sweeney
Transportation
$1,550.00
by Andy Worcester of CCX
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3rd Place sponsored by Colonial Boys Fife
& Drum Corps
$1,450.00
by John Hoffman of HallsmithSysco
4th Place sponsored by Rain for Rent
$1,334.50
by Bruce Goodwin of Super Valu
5th Place sponsored by Hauser Trucking
$1,100.00
by Luke Keller of Garelick
Farms
Team Trophy
5 Driver Associations
1. ABF
John McGinley,
Don Herzog,
John Hazlett,
Robert Vollmar,
Anthony Spero
2. A-P-A Transport
3. FedEx
4. Stop & Shop
5. Air Products
6. Roadway Express
7. CCX
8. Wal-Mart
9. Market Basket
10. Clifford Perham
11. Hallsmith-Sysco
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-

N. H. TRUCKERS DRIVE FOR KIDS
December 3rd saw upwards of 150 trucks gather at
New Hampshire Technical Institute in Concord, NH for
the 6th Annual Truckers Drive for Kids, sponsored by the
New Hampshire Professional Drivers Association.
Trucks lined up in Convoy style and paraded through
Concord and Manchester New
Hampshire, ending at TruServe’s distribution center,
where toys were turned in by
participating drivers, fulfilling
many kids’ holiday dreams. The toys and entry fee were
presented to the local chapter of the Salvation Army.
Drivers attending from Maine included Rob and Ed
Fernald, Ron Hutchins, Cliff Gray, Denis Litalien,
Chris Libby and 4 other drivers from Yarmouth Lumber.
All registrants received an event decal, coffee mug,
wallet calendar and goodies from
Maine Motor Transport Assn., as
Ron and Cliff hosted registration in
the MMTA trailer.
NHPDA provided coffee and
donuts to all, Bob Raymond treated
the crowd
to a flame show and burnout demo with his show
truck, while drivers competed in a mini-roadeo at the
end site (Rob came away with a first place award in the

straight truck class!). What better way to kick off the
holiday season, having fun with trucks and giving to kids
who might otherwise have to do without. Hats off to Bill,
Mickey, Claude, Rick and all the other NHPDA members
who worked hard to put this event together!
Mickey Rafael, of the NHPDA writes, “We took the
toys and money to the Salvation Army today and here
are the new totals: $2672.00 , 631 toys. 151 trucks
(participated). Thanks to all the men and women from
Maine that came and participated and helped out (with
our Truckers Drive for Kids). We believe it was a great
success. The TV 9 showed up at 3:45 PM and we had
the toys laid out and Bill Roy thanked everyone and
showed that truckers work together for good causes.
Thanks again for the help . I think after the showing
from Maine this year that I have shamed a lot of people
into saying they will be going to your convoy next year .
Motor safely and Merry Christmas.”
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-

∗

LEGISLATIVE NEWS

As you probably have already heard, the United
States House and Senate agreed to prohibit the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration from implementing its controversial hours of service rules
during 2001. They will still be accepting comments
and refining a proposal that will resurface in a different form by the end of 2001.
∗
The Transportation Appropriations Bill signed
by President Clinton in October includes $55 million more for roadside inspections, $5 million for a
large truck crash study and $10 million to develop a
database to identify truck drivers who have bad driving records. There was no money authorized in the
bill to implement the hours of service rulemaking.
- from Transport Topics Online
∗
Congress has approved a move to implement a
National standard for drunk driving of 0.08. Seventeen states, including Maine, already use that standard, but Congress mandated that the whole country
adopt this, hoping to save an estimated 500 lives in
the process. States have until 2004 to implement
this standard or lose federal highway funds.
∗
Did you know that some drivers were allowed
to drive up to 12 hours a day and up to 80 hours a
week in December? The Maine State Police
amended a rule during a particularly bad stretch of
weather which necessitated bringing in electrical repair crews from out-of-state which allowed the drivers of some of the utility trucks to come in and
spend more time making needed repairs. This was
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only an emergency rule applying to this particular
situation, but shows there is some flexibility when
it comes to using common sense!
∗
Announcements were recently made in
Augusta as to Committee Chair and Committee assignments in the Legislature. Appointed co-chairs
of the Transportation Committee were Sen. Christine Savage, R-Union and Representative Charles
Fisher, D-Brewer. Other members of the Transportation Committee are:
Senators: William B. O'Gara (D-Westbrook),
Kenneth T. Gagnon (D-Kennebec)
Representatives:
Gerald N. Bouffard (DLewiston), Gary J. Wheeler (D-Eliot),
George
H. Bunker, Jr. (D-Kossuth Township), Boyd P.
Marley (D-Portland), Rosaire Paradis, Jr. (DFrenchville), Edgar Wheeler (R-Bridgewater),
Ronald F. Collins (R-Wells), Terrence P. McKenney (R-Cumberland) and Deborah K. McNeil (RRockland).
-from Portland Press Herald
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-

OTHER NEWS ITEMS

∗ Sold American Freightways has been sold. 1.3 billion dollars later, they are an independent company
operating under the FedEx umbrella. A company
representative reports that management, operations,
and benefits for employees will remain the same.
No big changes are planned for the immediate future.
∗ Bought A few local grocery companies have purchased parts of the Grand Union chain of stores in
Vermont, Connecticut and New York. Hannaford,
Shaw’s and Stop & Shop have each bought a number of the stores that were liquidated through C&S
Wholesale Grocers. At one time Grand Union had
over 900 stores along the entire Eastern Seaboard.
∗ Fined A company that does business in Maine was
recently fined $186,200 in Penobscot District Court
for Hours of Service violations. The violations were
recorded from December of 1998 through February
of 1999 from Fort Kent to Portland.
∗ Deceased According to reports in the Portland
Press Herald, the following deaths of note in our industry were recently recorded: David Cole, PastPresident of Maine Motor Transport Assn. in 19871988, passed away on Nov. 29 after a long illness.
He was the son of Gerald Cole and had been a termi-

nal manager for Consolidated Freightways in Portland for several years. He was a supervisor at the
Roadway Express terminal in Florida before becoming ill.
Also, James Boody, who had been a driver for
the Jason Company and for Clifford Perham, Inc./
Shaw’s Supermarkets, died on November 30th.
Jim’s son, Mike, is currently a driver for Shaw’s.
Fred Worster, known to many as the ATA official who used to preside at the many state and National competitions, passed away. He was retired after serving for 25 years on the National Truck Driving Championships Committee, living in the
Greenville area and still being very active, serving as
President of the local Snowmobile Club among
other things. Our condolences to the families of
these men.
∗ Happy Holidays The Portland Press Herald reported on December 10th, that without the help of
numerous trucking companies and individual truck
drivers volunteering their time, they could not get
their toys delivered for the Bruce Roberts Fund in
time for the holidays. The article was a real positive
story about truck drivers and recognized Supporting
Member Ryder Transportation Services.
∗ More Happy... Member Graig Morin also got the
spirit of Christmas going in Biddeford. When the
city put out bids for putting up their Christmas decorations around town, there were no bids submitted.
Craig took it upon himself to submit a bid (of no
charge) to the city and rounded up a crew of volunteers and equipment and got the job done. The
money that was originally budgeted for installing the
decorations was (at Graig’s request) donated to the
Toys for Tots program in Biddeford-Saco. (Graig is
now driving for Union Oil Co.)
∗ Honored Radio personality Bud Sawyer of the
WMTW Broadcast Group was recently honored by
being chosen as Maine’s Outstanding Older Worker
by Green Thumb, Inc. in a ceremony held in Washington, D.C. Green Thumb is a company that provides training and employment to older workers.
Bud has also been honored in the past as an Honorary MPDA member.
∗ Reminder Don’t forget that any new vehicles added
to your fleet after July 3rd, 2000 must bear the USDOT Number. Any vehicles that were in the fleet
prior to that date must be marked with the USDOT
(Continued on page 9)
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number by July 3rd, 2002. The old ICC and MC
numbers will no longer be valid. The new rule that
mandated this change also says that the name of the
business that owns or controls the vehicle (or the
“doing business as” DBA name) must appear on both
sides of the vehicle along with the USDOT number.
This rule must be complied with by July 3rd, 2005.
- from MMTA News
∗ Salty The Maine Department of Transportation says
it will no longer use sand in their mix of salt on the
Interstate highways in the state. Rock salt sprayed
with calcium chloride will be used, which makes the
salt cling better to the road than sand. The cost is
said to be less while providing better traction. Motorists are also expected to see fewer chips in their
windshields from not having the pebbles kicked up.
Officials say that salt is less harmful to the environment than previously thought, and cars are built to be
more resistant to salt today.
- from the Journal Tribune (AP)

∗

TURNPIKE NEWS

On November 29th, commuters, contractors
and Maine Turnpike Authority officials cut the ribbon to officially open the newly constructed third
lane of the Maine Turnpike in Scarborough at noon
on Wednesday. The opening of this two-mile section, which begins just south of Exit 6 and extends to
Exit 6A represents the first completed contract of the
5-year, $135 million Turnpike widening project between York and South Portland. It is the busiest section of the Maine Turnpike, carrying an average of
85,000 vehicles per day.
∗
Prime contractor, A&V Construction of Jay,
Maine completed the project on schedule. According
to Paul E. Violette, Turnpike Executive Director.
“A&V Construction and their President Judy Diaz
deserve great credit for completing this job on
schedule despite working in the midst of enormous
traffic volumes.” “They completed the work with
very few traffic disruptions or inconveniences to our
customers,” he said.
∗
Violette credited A&V for reducing construction related traffic delays by holding most of their
lane closures at night when traffic is lighter. Turnpike officials report that A&V held 153 nighttime
lane closures from April to the present, an unprecedented emphasis on night work for a Maine Turnpike
project.

∗

A&V Construction will continue to work on
four separate bridge projects in the SacoScarborough area throughout the winter.
∗
On December 14th, the new 3 lane section of
the Turnpike Widening Project opened from Mile 12
to Mile 16 from York to Wells.
∗
On December 15th, the Holmes Road Bridge,
which had been completely dismantled, closing the
Holmes Road for the summer, re-opened.
∗
Also, on December 15th, Julian Coles, Chairman of the Maine Turnpike Authority announced his
resignation from the Authority immediately after the
Attorney General cleared him of conflict-of-interest
charges. He had been investigated for voting on
Turnpike decisions concerning the new exit to be
built to the Pine Tree Industrial Park in Portland
where he owns property. As soon as the resignation
is official, Governor King will appoint a replacement.
Coles is credited with being instrumental in pushing
through the Widening Project now taking place.
∗
Asked what would happen if the Authority were
eliminated, Turnpike Executive Director Paul Violette said that the state would be required to cover the
Turnpike’s $300 million dollar debt and that if tolls
were abolished, the state would likely have to raise
the gas tax by about 6 cents per gallon to cover the
highway’s $55 million annual cost.
∗
The Fall 2000 issue of the Maine Turnpike
News mentions that the Authority is undertaking a
study to determine the feasibility of joining in the
seamless network of electronic toll collection along
the Eastern Seaboard that it envisioned years ago.
The Turnpike Authority is proceeding with care,
studying all the technical and financial issues involved and claims it may be several years before all
details are ironed out.
∗
Other Turnpike news - Pennsylvania is preparing to implement the E-Z Pass system, similar to
Massachusetts, New York and other states. Only passenger vehicles will be able to use their E-Z Pass in
Pennsylvania until sometime in 2002, when Pennsylvania hopes to have a system in place that takes into
account not just the class of each commercial vehicle
but also the weight. Remember not to use the E-Z
Pass lane with your truck until it is authorized for
commercial vehicles.

LIGHTS ON………WIPERS ON
IT’S NOT JUST SAFE… IT’S THE LAW
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ADMINISTRATIVE

∗ MPDA Trailer
MPDA recently accepted delivery of a new
(new for us) trailer for transporting the competition equipment throughout the state to various
events. The trailer, a 1989, 45’ Fruehauf with a
rollup rear door, sliding tandems, and generally in
great shape, was donated by Clifford Perham,
Inc./Shaw’s Supermarkets for MPDA’s use.
Thanks to Cliff Gray for doing the legwork on
the registration (10-year plate), to Rob Fernald
for the hours in putting on the new reflective
striping(courtesy of MMTA), and to Yarmouth
Lumber for the space to park it for the winter.
We will be putting a committee together to
work on the trailer during the winter and spring,
building shelving and preparing it for the competition season. We would like to see you at the
January meeting to give your input on what
should be done to it, and to offer your help with
this worthwhile project.
∗ MPDA Meeting
The next meeting for all members will be held
in Augusta at the MMTA office on January 21st at
9:00am. All officers are asked to attend an Officers Meeting at 7:30am to prepare for the General
Meeting.
The office is located of Exit 30 of I-95. Take
the ramp to Rt.202 West and take your first left
onto Whitten Road. The Maine Motor Transport
Assn. office is about a 1/2 mile on the right.
The agenda will include work to be done on
the new trailer and an in-depth discussion on the
future focus of the Association.
This will be a very important meeting as it
will be decided exactly what MPDA will be involved with throughout the year!
∗ Dues & Membership
Don’t forget that this is the time of the year to
get your dues in to continue your membership.
Without your continued support we cannot represent you, the professional driver, in the many activities we get involved with. While $20.00 may
not seem like much for a year for membership, it
shows that you care enough about your profession
to do something positive in promoting the image
of the safe, courteous professional to the public.

Dues are of course $20.00 for individuals and
$50.00 for Supporting (company) Members. You
can send them directly to our Membership Officer, Mona Lowell, at 34 Costa RD, Hollis, ME
04042.
Tell your friends to join, too! Remember…
We’re all in this together!
New Life Members:
Chris Libby and
Lawrin Demo.
∗ Award
In September, MPDA received an award form
the Untied States Department of Transportation.
Ron Hutchins, who has represented MPDA members on the Maine Transportation Safety Coalition
accepted the award on behalf of MPDA in recognition of his and MPDA‘s efforts to support the
mission of the Safety Coalition to promote safe
transportation in Maine.
∗ Retired
Pottle’s Transportation recently announced
the retirement of two long-time drivers. Dick Boclair, who drove 15 of his 50 years for Pottle’s
and Parker Swett, who drove 14 of his 38 driving
years with Pottle’s were honored in a ceremony
held on their behalf.
∗ Thanks
Dave Littlefield’s three-year term as an AtLarge Director has expired this year. Dave has
served as an MPDA officer for a number of years.
As noted in a previous edition of BTW, the AtLarge position has been eliminated as each director fulfills his term. Mike Coulombe remains as
the lone At-Large Director whose term expires
next year. MPDA thanks Dave for his years of
service to his fellow drivers.
∗ Competitions
H.P. Hood and Sysco of Northern New England held their annual driving competitions this
fall with assistance from MPDA. We thank all the
members who came and helped put these events
together. Some of the familiar faces seen there included Harry Stiffler, Rob Fernald, Dick
Brown, Denis Litalien, Dave Stuart, Jim Costa,
Mona Lowell Ryan Stuart and Andy Reed.
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Hanscom’s Truck Stop
“Thank you to all our customers for your loyal
patronage for over 30 years.”
“Buzzy” Hanscom

Full Service Fuel Stop
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BUZZY’S TAKE OUT
7:00 AM – 9:00 PM MONDAY – FRIDAY
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY – 365 DAYS A YEAR
Route 1 By-Pass, North & South
603-436-5171
Portsmouth, N.H.
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2001 MPDA CALENDAR OF EVENTS (As of January 2, 2001)
(Includes events that MPDA or its members are involved in, or are of interest to our members)

January 2001
21 MPDA Officers/General Meeting - MMTA
Office, Augusta - 7:30/9:00am - contact Fred
Thompson at <Tfthomp5349@aol.com> or
582-1343
March
18 MPDA Officers/General Meeting - 7:30/9:00am
@ Tony Roma's Restaurant, So. Portland - contact
Fred Thompson at <Tfthomp5349@aol.com> or
582-1343
May
18 State Championships set-up day @ Dysart’s
Contact Cliff Gray - <grayc@mmta.com> or
623-4128
MPDA TDC get-together @ Bangor Motor Inn
(Room 230) 5-10pm - Contact Denis Litalien at
<dentruck@hotmail.com> or 282-6346

19 Maine State Truck Driving Championships
Bangor/Hermon contact Cliff Gray at 623-4128 or
<grayc@mmta.com>
August
22-25 National Truck Driving Championships Minneapolis, Minnesota
September
16 5th Annual Northeast Professional Truck
Drivers Charity Challenge - Devens, Mass contact Fred Schenk at
<StJudeRoadeo4kids@excite.com>
or 508-453-3632
October
8 Maine Trucking for Kids Convoy, Portland/
South Portland - contact Kevin Battle at
<trucking4kids@aol.com> or 623-1396
Please send any additions or changes to: Denis Litalien at 207282-6346 or e-mail – dentruck@hotmail.com

NOTICE !!
If you have email capabilities, and are or want to be on the MPDA email mailing list for MPDA business via
email, would you please send a message to me at dstuart@cybertours.com.
We are getting a good number of returned email messages for one reason or another.
Without your correct email address, we cannot send you any correspondence from MPDA.
THANK YOU!! Dave Stuart

Behind the Wheel
Our newsletter is published bimonthly for our members and advertisers. Any and all copyrights and trademarks are solely the property
of the respective owners.
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Dave Stuart
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Articles of interest to members, advertising copies, inquires, payments, change of address, comments, and newsletter submissions
should be mailed to:
Maine Professional Drivers Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 5672
Augusta, Maine
04332-5672
Tel – (207)-623-1396
Email – mpda@mpda.maine.org
Website - http://mpda.maine.org
An affiliate of Maine Motor Transport Association
MPDA is a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting courtesy,
safety and professionalism in the field of commercial driving.
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